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of Trotsky and A. V. Lunacharsky (July 23). The government enacted emergency legislation dealing severely with incitement to crime and insubordination; if carried on in the armed forces such activities were deemed treasonable. Regiments participating in the uprising were disbanded and the men sent to the front; in some cases resistance was encountered and force had to be used. The circulation of Bolshevik papers at the front was prohibited, and several of these papers were closed.
The sudden display of energy and firmness on the part of the government was due not only to the revolt but also to the breakdown at the front. It will be remembered that the death penalty* and military tribunals in the theater of war were instituted, at Kornilov's request, on July 12. This unexpected turn of events raised the hopes of the more conservative elements and brought forth a flood of approving resolutions from intrinsically weak yet conspicuous right-wing organizations, such as the Military League and the Officers' Union. The resurgence of their activities was watched with concern in Soviet circles and raised the dreaded specter of counter-revolution and military dictatorship. Some of the local Soviets, trade unions, and other "democratic" bodies passed resolutions exonerating the Bolsheviks and condemning official policies.
THE SECOND COALITION GOVERNMENT
Paradoxically, the Provisional Government which put up a brave show of authority was itself living through a crisis, with several ministerial posts vacant and portfolios changing hands. On July 8 the distraught, bewildered, and exhausted Prince Lvov resigned because of his disapproval of socialist trends among his colleagues, especially of Chernov's agrarian policy. He was succeeded as prime minister by Kerensky, whose rump cabinet a joint session of the two Central Executive Committees (Peasants' and Workers7 and Soldiers' Deputies) proclaimed "the government of the salvation of the revolution/* clothed with "plenary powers"; the same resolution, however, pro-vided that the socialist ministers should report to the Central Executive Committees "at least twice a week" (July 9). The following fort-night was filled with tortuous negotiations, doctrinaire discussions, and obscure political maneuvers, including Kerensky's resignation on July 21. The outcome of complicated moves, counter-moves, and compromises was the formation on July 24 of the second coalition govern-